
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2018 New Zealand Melanoma Summit: In case you missed it 
 

Call for abstracts closing soon. Present your innovative initiative, research project or model of best 
practice for melanoma prevention, diagnosis, treatment or care in New Zealand. Abstract submission 
closes 10 August 2018.  Find out more.  

New draft programme released – download it now. 

Associate Professor Victoria Atkinson and Dr Mike Hitchcock added to keynote speaker line up. Find 
out more. 
 

Earn CME credit. The 2018 New Zealand Melanoma Summit has been endorsed by The Royal New 
Zealand College of General Practitioners (RNZCGP) and the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons 
(RACS). Find out more.  

 

University of Otago research provides insight into metastatic melanoma drug resistance 

Congratulations to the University of Otago researchers who recently published their research on why 
immune checkpoint inhibitor therapies to treat metastatic melanoma, such as nivolumab and 
pembrolizumab, do not work on many patients. 

Using integrated genomic analysis, the research identified that global DNA methylation influences PD-L1 
expression in melanoma, and hence melanoma's ability to evade anti-tumor immune responses.  

The Health Research Council has awarded a significant grant to the researchers to continue their work 
on patients in New Zealand over the next three years, with a plan to develop a DNA methylation marker 
panel that predicts the likelihood of melanoma patients responding to immunotherapy treatment. 

Professor Mike Eccles, a member of the MelNet Executive Committee is a key contributor to this 
research.  

Read the research  

Read the press release 

 

ANZMTG MelMarT trial published 

Congratulations to the Australia and New Zealand Melanoma Trials Group (ANZMTG) who recently had 
their Melanoma Margins Trial (MelMarT) published in the Annals of Surgical Oncology.  

The MelMarT pilot trial is a large, phase III international randomised controlled trial, which randomised 
patients with a primary cutaneous melanoma >1mm Breslow thickness to a 1cm versus 2cm wide local 
excision margin. 400 patients from 19 sites in Australia, Canada, Sweden, the UK and the USA were 
recruited to the pilot between January 2015 and June 2016.      

Results of the pilot demonstrated the feasibility of a large international randomised control trial to 
provide a definitive answer to the optimal excision margin for patients with intermediate to high-risk 
primary cutaneous melanoma. Results also showed the rate of reconstruction is significantly increased 
when a wider margin is employed, which is consistent with previous randomised control trials.  

A full study cohort of 2,998 patients will expand on the results of this pilot trial, for patients with Stage II 
primary cutaneous melanoma.  The outcome of a funding application to support a large scale 
international multi-centre trial is expected in November.  

Read the MelMarT publication 
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In the news: Fieldays attendees get skin cancer diagnosis 

Ten skin cancers were detected during Fieldays this year through a free demonstration of Firstcheck. 
Firstcheck is a smartphone app developed in Taranaki by Hayden Laird. It enables users to take photos 
of suspicious lesions on their phone and send them directly to a skin cancer expert for review. 

Read the story 

 

Upcoming events 

Skin Cancer Symposiums: Certificate of Advanced Dermatoscopy 
24 - 25 August 2018 
Auckland 

Designed for doctors who deal with skin cancers in their everyday practice but would like to upskill and 
become proficient in the use of the dermatoscope.  

The course will cover the building blocks of dermatoscopic language, how to do a systematic skin 
examination and dermatoscopic diagnosis of melanoma and non-melanoma skin cancers. All 
participants receive a complimentary MoleScope II Dermatoscope. 

More information 

Skin Cancer Symposiums: Certificate of Surgical and Medical Management of Skin Cancer 
26 August 2018 
Auckland 

This practical training course caters for beginners to seasoned practitioners. The course covers practical 
aspects of the punch biopsy and shave excisions, while also addressing non-surgical/medical treatments 
options. All participants receive a free surgical kit with sutures. 

More information 

39th Australasian Dermatopathology Society Annual Scientific Meeting 
14-16 September 2018 
Adelaide 

Australasian Dermatopathology Society is a professional collective of specialist dermatologists and 
pathologists dedicated to improving the understanding of the pathology of cutaneous disease.  

Join the discussion on how to improve and cure cutaneous disease at this year’s annual scientific 
meeting and listen to presentations from internationally renowned speakers, Dr Lori Lowe and Dr 
Steven Billings from the United States.  

More information 

Melanoma Study Day for Primary and Secondary Care Nurses 
12 October 2018 
Auckland 

This study day is targeted at primary and secondary care nurses. The day will include discussions around 
melanoma the disease, radiation and medical oncology, the patient journey, pathology and more. 

If you are interested in attending, please email trish.leathem@middlemore.co.nz.  
  

https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/farming/105367040/Fieldays-attendees-get-skin-cancer-diagnosis
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http://www.aderms.com/39th-meeting-info/
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Other upcoming events 

August 
 

September 
 

October 

The 13th NZ Dermatology 
Nurses Conference 
9-10 August 2018 
Auckland 

Further information  

 
NZ Society of Cosmetic 
Medicine Conference 
9-11 August 2018 
Queenstown 
Further information 
 

18th World Congress of 
Cancers on the Skin 2018 

15-18 August 2018 
Sydney 
Further information  
 

NZ Society for Oncology 
Conference 

24-25 August 2018 
Queenstown 
Further information  

 

Queenstown Research Week 

25-31 August 2018 
Queenstown 
Further information  

 
Goodfellow Unit Red Whale 
Update 
1 September 2018 
Auckland 
Further information 

International Conference on 
Cancer Nursing 

23-26 September 2018 
Auckland 
Further information  

 
Australasian Melanoma 
Conference 
5 – 6 October 2018 
Melbourne 
Further information 
 
Sydney Cancer Conference 
11 – 12 October 2018 
Sydney 
Further information 

 

 

Recent MelNet website postings  

WHO guidelines for sun protection should be revised in light of new evidence 

Development of MAGE-A3 immunotherapeutic for use in melanoma stopped 

Testing genomic variants helps predict melanoma risk 

Interferon Signaling Frequently Downregulated in Melanoma 

Carcinogenic risk from UV nail lamps low 

ANZMTG Melanoma Margins Trial: a phase III randomised control trial investigating 1cm vs 2cm wide excision 

margins for primary cutaneous melanoma 

Breakthrough in treatment of advanced cutaneous squamous-cell carcinoma 

Cobimetinib combined with vemurafenib improves survival outcomes 

Personalised melanoma risk assessments promote short-term melanoma prevention behaviours 

Genetic loci for tanning response to sun exposure identified 
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