
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

MelNet membership survey coming soon  | Your opinion is important to us 

In the next couple of weeks a MelNet membership survey will be arriving in your inbox.  

Through this survey we are hoping to better understand your expectations of MelNet and how we are 
performing against these expectations. Your responses will guide our activities over the next two years and 
help ensure we are continuing to meet your needs.   

The survey will take around 15 minutes to complete - we appreciate you taking this time to share your 
thoughts with us. In advance of receiving the survey you may also like to look at the MelNet 2019 – 2021 
Strategic Plan. 

Those who complete the survey can go in the draw to win a copy of Professor Cliff Rosendahl's latest book 
"Dermatoscopy and Skin Cancer: A Handbook for Hunters of Skin Cancer and Melanoma". 

Thank you in advance for your input – we look forward to seeing your responses.  

 

MelNet now has a Givealittle page  |  Help us help you 

If you are looking for a charity to support this year why not consider supporting MelNet. 

Ensuring MelNet’s financial sustainability has been a priority area for several years now. As a charitable 
organisation who operates a free membership base, our income is limited. Our activities are primarily 
funded through a contract with the Health Promotion Agency and a small amount of revenue from the 
conferences and workshops we run.   

To ensure our continuing financial sustainability, it is important we pursue alternative sources of income. 
Options for this will be explored as part of our membership survey, however if you would like to donate (or 
share our page through your networks) in the meantime, your support would be gratefully received.  

Your generosity will help us continue to advocate for improved melanoma prevention, early detection, 
diagnosis, treatment and research, and provide you with skin cancer education, training and networking 
opportunities as well as the latest information, research and best practice.  

MelNet is registered with the IRD as a donee organisation so you can claim tax credits for donations of $5 
or more.  

Make a donation or share via social media 

 

Spaces are filling fast for the Wellington Skin Cancer Study Day for Nurses  

Friday 29 May 2020 
Hutt Hospital   

Hosted by MelNet and Cancer Nurse Coordinators, this study day will cover skin cancer prevention, early 
detection, treatment and care, increasing understanding of the journey of a skin cancer patient and the 
critical role of a nurse. Primary and secondary care nurses and nursing students are encouraged to attend.  

Register now to avoid disappointment. The cost of attending is $50.00.   

See the preliminary programme  

More information  
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http://www.melnet.org.nz/uploads/Strategic-Plan.pdf
http://www.melnet.org.nz/uploads/Strategic-Plan.pdf
https://givealittle.co.nz/org/melanoma-network-of-nz-incorporated
https://melanomanetworkofnewzealand.formstack.com/forms/2020_wellington_nurses_skin_cancer_study_day
http://www.melnet.org.nz/uploads/Wellington-Melanoma-Study-Day-WEB-agenda.pdf
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/skin-cancer-study-days-for-nurses


 

COVID-19   |  Information resources for you to use 

As part of the Ministry of Health’s information campaign around the 
COVID-19  (coronavirus virus), the Health Promotion Agency has 
developed resources to help spread the message about simple, 
effective measures everyone can do to help protect themselves, their 
families and communities.  

Display them in your workplace or use them in your communications such as newsletters, social media 
posts and email signatures.  Please also share them with your networks so they can use them too.  

Download the resources now  

 

 

.   

We want to hear from you   |  Tell us about the great work you’re doing  

We want to showcase the great work you’re doing to support skin cancer prevention, early detection, 
treatment, care and research. Sharing your ideas and initiatives with colleagues around the country is a 
great way of encouraging and motivating others to do something similar. 

Send us an email – we are excited to hear from you! 

   

Worth a read: “Defeating Melanoma” 

MelNet member Dr Andrew MacGill has written an opinion piece 
on defeating melanoma.   

He argues that one of the main reasons people are still dying of 
melanoma is because patients don’t look at their own skin on a 
regular basis. He believes regular self-checks are critical to 
diagnosing melanoma early, combined with annual checks by a 
health practitioner experienced in dermatoscopy.   

Read the story  

  

 

 

 

 

 

March is Lymphoedema Awareness Month 

Approximately 20% of all cancer survivors develop secondary 
lymphoedema. With early diagnosis, assessment, intervention and 
treatment, this chronic condition can be more easily managed and 
the quality of life improved. 

March is Lymphoedema Awareness Month. This is a great 
opportunity to (re)familiarise yourself with the signs of 
lymphoedema and how it can be managed.  

See the Australasian Lymphology Association for more information 
or to download resources.  

“Most patients are 
able to diagnose 

their own melanoma 
in plenty of time for a 
cure, they just need 

to look.”  

- Andrew MacGill 

https://www.hpa.org.nz/sites/default/files/COVID-19%20Assets%20Kit%2011%20Poututerangi%202020.pdf
mailto:admin@melnet.org.nz
https://www.localmatters.co.nz/blogs/7752-health-defeating-melanoma.html
https://www.lymphoedema.org.au/education-&-resources/lymphoedema-awareness-campaign/


 

 

In the news 

Skin cancer in men over 55 pushes Marlborough above national average  

The video at the bottom of the article is also worth watching. It highlights the important role professionals 
who see skin on a regular basis - such as hairdressers - can play in the early detection of melanoma.  

 

 

 

Hosted by Melanoma Institute Australia, AMC 2020 will bring together clinicians and researchers to discuss 
exciting advancements in melanoma from ground-breaking discoveries to practice-changing clinical 

management.  

Call for abstracts is open. The submission deadline is 5 June 2020. 

Early bird registration closes 23 June 2020.  

More information 

 

Certificate of dermoscopy  

4 – 5 April 2020 
Auckland (Rydges) 

Hosted by the Skin Cancer College of Australasia, this two-day workshop is an ideal introduction to 
dermoscopy. It is suitable for both doctors and nurses wanting to understand the basics of this essential 
skin cancer diagnostic technique.  

Enrol now 

More information 

 

 
Changes in upcoming events  

Due to uncertainty around COVID-19, the decision has been made to cancel/postpone the following: 

• The Goodfellow Symposium (28 – 29 March 2020) - CANCELLED 

• MelNet Skin Lesion and Dermatoscopy Course (27 March 2020) - CANCELLED 

• WONCA Asia Pacific Regional Conference 2020 (23 – 26 April 2020) - POSTPONED 
This conference will now take place on 5 – 7 November 2020 

 

 

 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/119285991/skin-cancer-in-men-over-55-pushes-marlborough-above-national-average.html
http://www.melanoma2020.com.au/
https://skincancercollege-data.org/course_signup.php?selectedcourse=jgz4pdkegs
https://www.skincancercollege.org/course/certificate-dermoscopy/
https://www.goodfellowunit.org/symposium
https://www.goodfellowunit.org/node/436762
http://www.conference.co.nz/wonca20


 

Other upcoming events 
 
 

April   May 

Advanced Skin Surgery Workshop 

3 – 6 April 2020 
Rydges, Auckland 

Further information 

Certificate of Skin Cancer Medicine  
4 – 5 April 2020 
Rydges, Auckland 

Further information 

ACCO Dermoscopy Workshop  

26 - 27 April 2020 
Melbourne, Australia 

Further information 

 

 

 
10th Australasian Skin Cancer Congress 
1 – 3 May 2020 

Gold Coast, Australia 

Further information 

Immuno-Oncology 2020 3rd World Congress 
4 – 5 May 2020 

Stockholm, Sweden 

Further information 

Royal Australasian College of Surgeons Annual 
Scientific Congress 
11 – 15 May 2020 

Melbourne, Australia 

Further information 

Australasian College of Dermatologists Annual 
Scientific Meeting  
16 – 19 May 2020 

Adelaide, Australia  

Further information 

 
For more events see the MelNet events calendar 

 

 

Recent MelNet website postings   

Below is a selection of recent news postings on the MelNet website. Please visit the website to view all the 
latest news items. 

Algorithm based smartphone apps to assess risk of skin cancer cannot be relied on 

UVR meters useful tool for sun protection interventions targeting adolescents 

Melanoma survivors maintain skin self-examination behaviour over time 

Melanoma patients with microsatellites have significantly worse survival outcomes 

Body composition helps predict ipilimumab activity in metastatic melanoma 

Banning indoor tanning associated with reduced skin cancer burden and health care costs 

Mutational analysis valuable in diagnosing undifferentiated malignancy 

Mobile digital teledermoscopy does not increase detection of skin cancer compared to skin self-

examinations 

Vitamin D-VDR (Vitamin D Receptor) associated with melanoma survival 

MicroRNA ratios distinguish melanomas from nevi 

Some melanomas originate in melanocyte stem cells located within hair follicles 

Scientists uncover mechanism that activates cell mutations 

Implication of fat cells in the transformation of melanoma cells into highly malignant cells 

https://www.skincancercollege.org/events/
https://www.skincancercollege.org/events/
http://acco.org.au/Home/Workshops/Dermoscopy.aspx
https://www.skincancercollege.org/congress-2020/
https://immuno-oncology.euroscicon.com/
https://asc.surgeons.org/
https://www.acdasm.com/
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/conferences-seminars-events-1
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/algorithm-based-smartphone-apps-to-assess-risk-of-skin-cancer-cannot-be-relied-on
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/potential-of-ultraviolet-radiation-meters-in-secondary-schools-as-sun-protection-intervention-mechanism-for-adolescents
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/short-and-long-term-barriers-and-facilitators-of-skin-self-examination-among-individuals-diagnosed-with-melanoma
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/the-prognostic-significance-of-microsatellites-in-cutaneous-melanoma
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/body-composition-prognostic-and-predictive-of-ipilimumab-activity-in-metastatic-melanoma
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/banning-indoor-tanning-associated-with-reduced-skin-cancer-burden-and-health-care-costs
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/mutational-analysis-of-undifferentiated-melanoma
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/accuracy-of-mobile-digital-teledermoscopy-for-skin-self-examinations-in-adults-at-high-risk-of-skin-cancer
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/accuracy-of-mobile-digital-teledermoscopy-for-skin-self-examinations-in-adults-at-high-risk-of-skin-cancer
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/vitamin-d-vdr-vitamin-d-receptor-associated-with-melanoma-survival
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/microrna-ratios-distinguish-melanomas-from-nevi
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/some-melanomas-originate-in-melanocyte-stem-cells-located-within-hair-follicles
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/scientists-uncover-mechanism-that-activates-cell-mutations
http://www.melnet.org.nz/news/2020/implication-of-fat-cells-in-the-transformation-of-melanoma-cells-into-highly-malignant-cells


 

 

 

                 

https://givealittle.co.nz/org/melanoma-network-of-nz-incorporated
https://www.facebook.com/Melanoma-Network-of-New-Zealand-1400202016954020/?ref=bookmarks

