
Tēnā koutou katoa

A working group of skin cancer experts, with support from the Melanoma Network of New Zealand 
(MelNet) and Te Whatu Ora – Health New Zealand, have developed a draft strategy to guide the 
prevention and early detection of skin cancer in New Zealand.  

The Strategy describes a set of recommendations that will help reduce the incidence and impact of skin 
cancer in New Zealand. These are supported by research on the epidemiology of skin cancer in New 
Zealand and the effectiveness of prevention and early detection interventions globally. 

We are now seeking feedback on the strategy from the wider health and disability care sector and others with 
an interest in skin cancer prevention and early detection. 

This includes: 
• health care professionals 
• professional bodies representing healthcare professionals
• national and local government agencies
• non-governmental organisations (NGOs)
• sporting bodies
• schools
• community groups
• academics
• individuals

Feedback can be provided in writing via email to melnet@melnet.org.nz. Submissions close 12.00 noon 
Wednesday 31 July 2024. 

For more details, please see the MelNet website.   

The aim is to release the fi nalised document by 9 August 2024.  
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“Dad died of melanoma 
at age 62. 

It was just devastating 
and the impact on our whole 

family has been huge.  
He was taken too young, and 
he and our family are missing 

out on so much.” 

- Simon McLean
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“Being Māori and young, I thought the chances of me 
having melanoma were low. 

But just because we don’t Þ t the mould of a typical skin
 cancer patient, doesn’t mean we’re protected from 

getting it.”

- Briar Avatea
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This document has been prepared by the Melanoma Network of New Zealand (MelNet) on behalf of the New Zealand 
Skin Cancer Primary Prevention and Early Detection Strategy Working Group, with funding support from 
Te Whatu Ora, Health New Zealand. 

It is to be read in conjunction with:

1. Supplementary information to the NZ Skin Cancer Primary Prevention and Early Detection Strategy

2. Key messages for skin cancer prevention and early detection

Special thanks must go to to those who have provided considerable thought and expertise to this document:

Dr Bronwen McNoe (University of Otago)
Professor David Whiteman (QIMR Berghofer Research Institute)
Associate Professor Catherine Olsen (QIMR Berghofer Research Institute) 
Katrina Patterson (MelNet) 
Shayne Nahu (Health New Zealand - Te Whatu Ora)
Heather Walker (Te Aho o Te Kahu - Cancer Control Agency) 
Mr Gary Duncan (MelNet)
Dr Chris Boberg (MelNet) 
Dr Samantha Murton (Royal New Zealand College of GPs) 
Professor Louise Signal (University of Otago)
Hannah Booth (Cancer Society of New Zealand)
Andrea Newland (Melanoma New Zealand)
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